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President Museveni estab-
lished the Covid-19 National 
Taskforce to coordinate all 

the donations on behalf of the gov-
ernment during the early days of 
the pandemic in Uganda.

Due to the economic impact of 
Covid-19, the President launched 
the Covid-19 relief fundraising 
drive, which attracted organisa-
tions to donate different items and 
money to the national taskforce.

The national taskforce also es-
tablished district taskforces to help 
coordinate and manage donations 
at the district level.

In Adjumani District, Jesuit Refu-
gee Service (JRS), a Catholic based 
Non-Government Organisation is 
one of the donors, whose contribu-
tion towards the cause cannot be 
underestimated.    

According to Mr Gemechu Ya-
deta, the director of JRS Adjumani, 
the organisation helped the district 
to curb community infections.

“We distributed personal pro-
tective equipment (PPE) for health 
staff (surgical masks, N95 masks, 
gowns, and gloves), disinfectants 
especially in health centres since 
they are at the forefront to fighting 
the virus,” he says.

JRS spent about Shs44m to sup-
port Adjumani District Covid-19 
task force to equip 46 health facili-
ties in the district to have capacity 
to treat patients. 

JRS also donated 39 hand-wash-
ing facilities that were placed in 
markets and public areas. Items 
distributed  included sterile gloves, 
non sterile gloves, sanitisers, and 
20 litres of liquid soap, laundry 
soap, hand washing facilities and 
disinfectants.

Mr Gemechu says they are plan-
ning to train health workers in the 
refugee settlements to equip them 
with skills on surveillance and con-

tact tracing infection prevention.
As per the current guidelines by 

Ministry of Health and the direc-
tives from Ministry of Education 
and Sports where studies are con-
ducted on radios and television 
stations for continuing learners, 
JRS is sponsoring radio lessons in 
the district to help the learners at-
tend lessons.

In order not to allow the pupils 
and students miss out, JRS has paid 
for radio programmes where they 
expect more than 95,165 learners  
benefited.

The organisation also printed 
self-learning materials for 21 sec-
ondary schools in Adjumani District 
worth Shs39m with 11,608 students 
expected to benefit from the self-
learning materials.

In preparation for reopening of 
more schools, JRS is considering to 
provide infrared thermometers, de-
tergents for 21 secondary schools 
targeting 12,000 students and 200 
teachers besides intending to con-
struct hand-washing facilities and 
installation of water tanks for the 
needy secondary schools.

 “We managed to train at least 
200 teachers in infection preven-
tion, control measures and risk 
communications in combating 
Covid-19.  This was done in col-
laboration with the District Health 
Office (DHO), and District Educa-
tion Office (DEO), Office of the 
Prime Minister (OPM), and United 
Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR). The training 
also included Mental Health and 
Psychosocial Support (MHPSS), 
Child Protection, school manage-
ment training in data collection 
and management,” Mr Gemechu 
adds.

Mr Robert Dima, the DEO Adju-
mani, told Daily Monitor that they 
have reached many children with 
learning materials offered by JRS. 

He, however, says the effects of 
the pandemic affected the girl-
child more in the district. 

“We have a total of about 166 
girls who were either married off 
and some are already pregnant, 

three cases of attempted abortion 
were one girl died in the process,” 
Mr Dima says. 

During community education 
and sensitisation on public health 
radio talk shows, JRS works closely 
with OPM’s Radio Usalama to edu-
cate and sensitise refugees and 
host communities on public health 
and about the virus. Brochures and 
posters are also being distributed 
to widen on the sensitisation ex-
ercise.

The refugees, host communities 
and health workers are receiving 
key Coronavirus messages on how 
the virus spreads, how people can 
protect themselves, and how to 
identify symptoms through radio 
talk shows. 

JRS is helping refugees, children 
and the communities to cope with 
their emotional and psychosocial 
distress during this unusual time of 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

This includes those who have 
been in quarantine and potential 
loss of economic activities for their 
livelihood.

This is achievable in collaboration 
with War Child Holland organisa-
tion targeting individuals who have 
experienced sexual Gender Based 
Violence, children facing child pro-
tection concerns, including abuse 
and violence and other individuals 
facing psychosocial distress and 
isolation and people who have re-
covered from Covid-19 need addi-
tional psychosocial support.

Mr Paul Olony, the Adjumani Dis-
trict Surveillance focal person, says 
when the first case was confirmed, 
they started lobbying for support 
from different stakeholders, includ-
ing  JRS. 

The organisation delivered items 
which were distributed in mar-
kets, institutions, offices and later  
started supporting the surveillance 
team with fuel to ease transport 
and intensify their efforts to fight 
the pandemic. 

 “With free fuel provided by JRS, 
we have been able to reach far 
places such as Itirikwa Sub-county 
easily,” Mr Olony says.

He says the district has been able 
to manage 62 positive cases at Ad-
jumani Hospital with support from 
JRS. With the increasing numbers 
of infections that is to say about 
53 infections were from refugee 
settlements, 119 from host com-
munities. About 12 health workers 
were also infected by Covid-19. But 
all these were treated with support 
from JRS.

Mr Peter Data Taban, the Ad-
jumani Resident District Com-
missioner, says supporting health 
facilities with hand washing items 
from JRS is helping the district to 
fight the spread of Covid-19. 

Survey report
According to the recent survey 

conducted by the district task force, 
at least many people in the district 
know about the virus.  About 87 per 
cent of the population in Adjumani 
is knowledgeable about Covid-19 
and how they can protect them-
selves against the disease.

However, there are still sub-
counties which are still reluctant to 
be cautious about Covid-19 such 
as Ofua standing at 48 per cent 
and Ciforo 28 per cent while sub-
counties which are very keen and 
adhering to the standard operat-
ing procedures to fight Covid-19 
include Adjumani Town Council 
with 97 per cent of the population 
adhering, Pakelle 96 per cent and 
Ukusijioni 95 per cent.

JRS supports government
efforts to curb Covid-19

A vendor washes her hands at Adjumani main market recently.The 
hand washing facility was donated by JRS to fight the spread of 
Covid-19. PHOTO BY SCOVIN ICETA

Funding. Jesuit Refugee 
Service spent about Shs44m to 
support Adjumani District Covid-
19 Taskforce to equip 46 health 
facilities in the district to have 
capacity to treat patients. 

Mr George Dragudu (left), the education assistant at Jesuit Refugee Service during one of the radio 
programmes on Radio Usalama to help learners study on radio.  PHOTO BY SCOVIN ICETA

MORE SUPPORT
In preparation for reopening 
of more schools, Jesuit 
Refugee Service is considering 
to provide infrared 
thermometers, detergents 
for 21 secondary schools 
targeting 12,000 students 
and 200 teachers besides 
intending to construct 
hand-washing facilities and 
installation of water tanks for 
the needy secondary schools. 
At least 200 teachers have 
been trained in infection 
prevention, control measures 
and risk communications in 
combating Covid-19. 
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Uganda hosts more than  1.4 
million refugees with South 
Sudanese nationals making 

up 65 per cent of the refugee pop-
ulation, according to the United 
Nations High Commissioner of Ref-
ugees. Other refugees come from 
Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Somalia and Burundi.

This is largely attributed to Ugan-
da’s  refugee hosting policy that 
allows freedom of movement and 
the right to work.

According to the 2019 Urban 
Refugee Livelihoods and Market 
Assessment report conducted by 
Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS), the 
number of refugees and asylum 
seekers has been rising sharply 
over the past five years reaching 
83,614 in Kampala by the end of 
October 2020.

Fleeing from persecution, con-
flict, human rights violations or 
generalised violence in their coun-
tries of origin, refugees face new 
challenges when they arrive in 
Kampala. Like the urban poor, they 
end up living in slums with insecure 
housing access, poor sanitation and 
lack of economic opportunities.

To improve the situation of ur-
ban refugees and supplement gov-
ernment efforts, JRS has since its 
establishment in 1994 in Uganda 
been at the helm of offering ser-
vices to refugees in four core areas 
of education, basic needs, psycho-
social support and skills training in 
the districts of Kampala and Ad-
jumani.

Empowering refugees will top 
the celebrations as JRS is celebrat-
ing 40 years since its founding on 
November 14, 1980 by Fr Pedro Ar-
rupe SJ, then Superior General of 
the Society of Jesus.

According to Fr Frido Pflueger, 
the country director JRS Uganda, 
the organisation was founded at 
the peak of a huge influx of Viet-
namese refugees who were liv-
ing in refugee camps in Thailand.  
Then Fr Pedro decided to have 
Jesuit’s play a key role in helping 
refugees.

 The first experience of care for 
refugees in Thailand later led JRS 
to expand globally because of the 
growing need to rescue refugees 
in host countries. 

JRS has since established itself in 
more than 50 countries across the 
five continents with a working staff 
of over 3,000 dedicated workers. 

Fr Frido says for Uganda’s case, 
JRS was established in 1994, start-
ing its operations in Kampala and 
Adjumani districts which at the 

time had a huge number of refu-
gees who were fleeing away from 
war in Sudan.

JRS closed operations in Ad-
jumani in 2007, when most refu-
gees went back to South Sudan 
embarked on helping refugees to 
resettle in South Sudan in areas of 
Nimule and Juba.  

However, the resumption of war 
in South Sudan in 2013 saw an in-
flux of refugees in Uganda again. 

Fr Frido says this necessitated 
JRS to make a quick return to the 
country in 2016 in Adjumani.

JRS contribution 
JRS has four main areas of edu-

cation, psychosocial support, skills 
training and basic needs projects 
that it provides to refugees to help 
them resettle in Uganda. 

According to Fr Frido, JRS pro-
vides education through English 
classes.

Since its establishment in Uganda 
JRS is teaching refugees how to 
speak English, and statistics indi-
cate more than 260 refugees in 
Kampala who have benefited from 
the programme every year. 

Under education, JRS has also 
created child safe places that ca-
ter for refugee children within the 
precincts of JRS in Kampala. Cur-
rently, more than 70 children have 
benefited from the programme 
every year. 

JRS also caters for academically 
talented children in both primary 
and secondary schools in Kam-
pala. 

These are supported with tuition, 
and scholastic materials. During 
lock down, JRS produced and dis-
tributed self learning materials for 

the sponsored children to keep 
learning under lockdown.

Currently, primary school schol-
arships stand at 228 while those in 
secondary stand at 88.

The second component that JRS 
provides is basic needs.  Fr Frido 
says many refugees who come to 
Kampala have no means, often 

they have no work, and shelter and 
therefore, need support. 

The new arrivals from their re-
spective countries are supported 
with food, medical support, some-
times with non-food items and 
mosquito nets.

The support is mainly given to 
the vulnerable such as the sick, el-
derly, women and children. 

“We provide rent, medical assis-
tance, food, social assistance needs 
for the sick, breast feeding moth-
ers or during times when they lose 
their loved ones,” Fr Frido says. 

JRS under its Urban Emergency 
Programme (UEP) has been provid-
ing skills-based training to refugees 
and asylum seekers. 

Beneficiaries receive entrepre-
neurship training, financial educa-
tion and vocational training to en-

able them start micro-enterprises 
as a means of livelihood. 

Skills
The key skills students acquire at 

JRS in Kampala include; catering 
classes, IT skilling, electronic repair, 
fashion and design,  hair dressing 
and arts and crafts with more than  
250 students under current enroll-
ment. The courses last between six 
months and one year. 

For electronic repair course, 
the refugee organisation signed 
a Memorandum of Understand-
ing with Nakawa Vocational Train-
ing Institute to have its students 
trained. For Computer networking 
advanced course, JRS collaborates 
with netlab!UG at Makerere Uni-
versity.

Going by yearly statistics, Mr 
Godfrey Ogena, the Kampala JRS 
project director, says at least 300 
students in vocational skilling are 
trained on average per year.

“We also train refugees in busi-
ness and soft skills alongside the 
normal vocational courses.  We 
organise intercessions between 
bank employees and students 
learn how to do bank transactions, 
record keeping financial literacy,” 
he says. 

Mr Ogena says for students who 
succeed in vocational skilling, they 
are offered a grant of Shs1.2m to 
start businesses.

“For those who go into employ-
ment, we identify places for them 
where they can start employment 
and also internships for students 
and that’s what our marketing of-
ficer is working for,” he says. 

In psychosocial support, Fr Frido 
says many refugees are traumatised 
and need consistent psychological 
and emotional support. 

“Refugees at JRS have the chance 
to meet a counsellor who speaks to 
them, get relief and treatment. We 
do one-on-one as well as group 
counselling,” he says. 

JRS giving hope to refugees

Refugee women make face masks for free distribution at JRS centre in Kampala recently.  ALL PHOTOS  BY PAUL 
MURUNGI

Help. To improve the 
situation of urban refugees and 
supplement government efforts, 
JRS has been at the helm of 
offering services to refugees in 
four core areas of education, 
basic needs, psychosocial 
support and skills training in the 
main districts of Kampala and 
Adjumani.

I joined JRS in September 
2017. I was introduced to this 
organisation by my friends.  
Since I wanted to earn a living 
and support my self, I decided 
to learn catering skills. In 
addition they trained me to 
speak English which helped 
me secure a job in community 
volunteering organisation. 

Ms Yasmine Mohamud Ali 

My friends introduced me to JRS in 
2018. I registered to acquire skills 
in Computer. In addition I acquired 
catering skills. On completion, I 
was given a grant of Shs1.2m and 
added on my savings of Shs1.5m 
to start a cafeteria in Nsambya 
where I reside.

Mr David Chegera

Beneficiaries applaud JRS 

We got to know about JRS from 
the Internet with my husband. 
When we sought help and JRS 
gave us food, clothing and rent.
JRS has helped me learn English 
and this year I took another step 
to learn hairdressing.

Ms Shakira Ramathan
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ASYLUM SEEKERS
According to the 2019 Urban 
Refugee Livelihoods and Market 
Assessment report conducted 
by Jesuit Refugee Services (JRS), 
the number of refugees and 
asylum seekers has been rising 
sharply over the past five years 
reaching 83,614 in Kampala by 
the end of October 2020.


